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What is GEDmatch.com? 

Gedmatch ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ άŘƻ-it-ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέ ƎŜƴƻƳƛŎǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 5b! ǘŜǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǇƭƻŀŘ raw data from 

FTDNA, AncestryDNA, and 23andMe (V. 2-4) to compare with a large database of data that has been 

voluntarily uploaded by other testers. Their email address is Gedmatch@gmail.com.  The website address is 

http://www.gedmatch.com 

 

Using GEDmatch 

Use of this document signifies your agreement to the Web Site Agreement,  Privacy, Statement and Terms 

of Use of DNAGedcom , DNAAdoption and Gedmatch.com. The content in this document is copyrighted 

by DNAAdoption. 

 

Benefits of GEDmatch (Why should I upload my results to GEDmatch?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do yourself a favor: Upload today 

As soon as you get your test results, immediately upload the raw data, as explained in this lesson. It will 

take some time for the data to be processed and available for all of the optional searches. However, 

immediately you should be able to do one-to-one comparisons. For example, if you have a relative who 

is on GEDmatch, get their kit number and run a one-to-one compare. IǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ take 

advantage of this opportunity. 

Objective:  

Compare your DNA test results with a large database of results from multiple testing companies. 

Tools: GEDmatch.com website; raw autosomal DNA data from AncestryDNA, 

Family Tree DNA, and/or 23andme. 

Exercises: Practice Exercises throughout the lesson help you ŀǇǇƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ. 

Relative Roadmap:  Your Journey with Autosomal DNA 

¶ GEDmatch enables you to compare your autosomal DNA data with other testers' data, 
regardless of which company processed your sample. 

¶ GEDmatch provides the only way to see and compare your AncestryDNA data. 

¶ ¦ǎƛƴƎ D95ƳŀǘŎƘΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά5b! ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎά that you had not previously 
identified.  

 

mailto:Gedmatch@gmail.com
http://www.gedmatch.com/
http://www.dnagedcom.com/Agreement.htm
http://dnaadoption.com/privacy.aspx
http://dnaadoption.com/privacy.aspx
http://dnaadoption.com/terms.aspx
http://dnaadoption.com/terms.aspx
http://www.dnagedcom.com/
http://www.dnaadoption.com/
http://www.gedmatch.com/
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Introduction to GEDmatch 
 

GEDmatch (pronounced JED-match) is a free, "do-it-yourself" genomics website that allows DNA testers 

to upload their raw data from Family Tree DNA (FTDNA), 23andMe, MyHeritage, AncestryDNA and others 

in order to compare their autosomal DNA (atDNA) with a large database of data that has been voluntarily 

uploaded by other testers. The website address is http://www.gedmatch.com 

 

GEDmatch is a free, non-profit utility website that is not affiliated with any of the DNA testing companies. 

It is staffed by a team of dedicated volunteers. In order to maintain and upgrade its services, GEDmatch 

offers a $10/month subscription add-on called Tier 1. This add-on provides subscribers with additional 

search capabilities.  

 

GEDmatch uses a slightly different algorithm to compare DNA data than that used by the άōƛƎ fourέ testing 

companies. So, with GEDmatch you may discover additional matches, including contact information for 

some matches. The algorithm also gives you different views of the comparisons, which may help you begin 

to separate your matches along maternal and paternal lines. Stay tuned to learn more. 

 

What is Raw Data? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register with GEDmatch 

GEDmatch requires registration to enter the website. Log in and continue. 

 

Raw data sounds like it could be the saliva you sent in to be tested. It is not. Raw data is the 

computer generated file of information about your DNA. It contains a list of the locations of the 

bits of your DNA that were tested and what was found at each location. This file can be 

downloaded from your DNA testing company and uploaded to GEDmatch. 

http://www.gedmatch.com/
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Your GEDmatch Home Page (Main Menu) 

When you log in, your home page will look something like this. Your name and email address appear in 

the upper left under Your Log-in Profile.  
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ 

The top portion of the page includes Information in the upper left. Below your name, in the Learn More 

section, click on the bullet points to explore the topics listed. In the upper right of the screen you will find 

File Uploads. We will cover this section more later. 
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The lower left section of the page lists any or all atDNA kits that are currently associated with your email 

address. Opposite it, on the right, you will find the Analyze Your Data section. 
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bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƛŀƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ Tier 1 Member (green text). Tier 1 is an extra analysis area 

that was added by GEDmatch at the end of 2014. You get access to it by subscribing to the site for $10 per 

month. Tier I Utilities appear in the lower right. More details will follow later in this lesson.  

 

 
 

GEDmatch Process 
Now that you understand how GEDmatch.com is organized, you are ready to take advantage of all that 

GEDmatch has to offer. The process is straightforward. Follow these three steps. 

 

  

1. Download your raw data from the testing company 

2. Upload your raw data to GEDmatch.com 

3. Analyze your data using GEDmatch utilities 

If you have your AncestryDNA results, use them for GEDmatch analysis. Download your 

raw data from AncestryDNA; then upload it to GEDmatch.com, as described in this 

ƭŜǎǎƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ !ƴŎŜǎǘǊȅ5b! ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŘŀǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ 

to compare your AncestryDNA data with others.  
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Which Data Should I Upload? 

Each of the four testing companies enables you to download your raw data. If you have test results from 

all four companies, you could upload all of them to GEDmatch. However, the data would be very similar. 

We now suggest you upload results from only one company. If you have AncestryDNA results, upload 

those. 

 

If you only have test results available from one of the other testing companies (MyHeritage, FTDNA or 

23andme, V4ύΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ Do ahead and upload that set of raw data. Doing so will allow you to get the 

process started so that you can use GEDmatch utilities right away to see more of your matches. When 

your AncestryDNA results are ready, upload your Ancestry raw data, also. Working with two sets of data 

on GEDmatch.com is not a problem. Just be sure to designate additional kits as research only. (See below.) 

 

How to Download and Upload Your Raw Data 

Go to the top of the opening GEDmatch home page for good instructions on working with your raw data 

files. For example, click on Generic Upload FAST in the File Upload Section. Then click on Here for detailed 

current Ancestry.com instructions. 

 

 

 

Do not Unzip the raw DNA file! Some computers, particularly Macs, are set to automatically 

unzip files. If this happens to you, check your recycle bin for the original zipped file. I typically add 
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a donor name to the beginning of the file name when I download it so I am certain I am uploading 

the correct file later.  

 

Uploading the Raw Data 

For raw DNA data from Ancestry, FTDNA, WeGene, MyHeritage, and generic DNA, use the Generic Upload 

FAST option. Fill in the form, following the instructions (in blue). Check Yes to allow your data to be 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΦ .ǊƻǿǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ t/ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǿ 5b! ŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜΦ /ƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ Upload to 

send your raw data to GEDmatch. Wait patiently while each chromosome number (1, 2, 3, etc.) appears 

on the screen as it completes processing. Be sure to wait for all of the data to process before you leave 

the screen.  

 

 

When Finished shows on your screen, you have completed uploading your raw data. Congratulations! 

Before you leave the page, write down the GEDmatch number, starting with a letter. Ancestry data kits 

will begin with an A. FTDNA data kits will begin with a T. 23and Me data kits begin with an M. MyHeritage 

kits begin with H. WeGene kits begin with W. Kits that do not fit normal parameters begin with a Z. 

 

If you transferred your raw DNA data to FTDNA, only upload the raw DNA data from the original source, 

not from FTDNA. If you upload raw DNA from more than one source, designate all but one kit for research 

only in the Your DNA Resources Section of the GEDmatch Home Page. Click the Edit or Delete Your DNA 

Resource Profile link. 

The ŘƻƴƻǊΩǎ real name 

 

Enter an alias if desired 

9ƴǘŜǊ ŘƻƴƻǊΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ 
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In the new window illustrated above, 

select the kit you wish to designate for 

research only. (If a kit has been 

designated for research only, an R will 

appear in the Public? Column.) 

Click the edit button. 

In the new Edit Kit Profile window, select 

the research option and save the change. 
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23andme Raw Data 

23andMe V5 raw DNA files cannot be uploaded to regular GEDmatch. They may be uploaded to GEDmatch 

Genesis (see below for more information). Use the 23andMe Fast & easy option from the File Uploads section 

for V4 raw DNA files. 

 

 
 

Click the connect to 23andMe button. 

 

 
 

 

  

Sign into your 23andMe account. 
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Select Yes, grant access. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Be sure to record your kit number once the download is complete. You may run one-to-one 

comparisons as soon as you have your kit number. Batch processing will take about a day depending on 

the number of kits awaiting batch processing. Once that is complete, the remaining tests will be 

available. Your new kit number will display on your home page in the Your DNA Resources section with 

two **  beside the number until batch processing is complete. 

Select the appropriate kit. 

Enter an alias if desired. 

Click Download. 
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Analyze Your Data 

One-to-many ς This is the most common way to analyze your data. Enter your GEDmatch number (kit 

number) or select it from the pull-down menu.  

 

Click Display Results, and GEDmatch gives you a table with up to 2,000 of your top matches. The table 

below is a truncated version of a very long table (multiple pages). Be sure that in this exercise you copy a 

ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΩ ƪƛǘ numbers to use in other exercises so you do not have to rerun this report. 


